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Greek   Emperor,   and   with   them   the   Serbs   too
became the subjects of the  same ruler.    It  is  not
till 1040 .that we find Servia once more free.    The
author of its freedom was a certain Stephen Voislav
or Dobroslav, a chief of the sainted Vladimir's race,
who escaped from his prison at Constantinople and
fled to his native fastnesses among the rocks of Monte-
negro.   From this mountain eyrie he swooped down
upon the rich argosies of Constantinople, which passed
to and fro along the Adriatic, while he annihilated an
army which was sent against him in the narrow defiles
of the limestone rocks.    A simultaneous rising of the
Bulgarians against their Greek masters strengthened
his hands, and even when Bulgaria once more fell
beneath the imperial  sway,  the   Serbs maintained
their hard-won  independence.    So  great  were  the
disasters  which   befell   the   Emperor's  troops, that
Byzantine writers  could only explain  them  by the
appearance of a comet    The earliest Servian compo-
sition extant, a chronicle by an anonymous priest of
Dioclea in Montenegro, dwells with pardonable pride
and Oriental exaggeration upon these victories of the
national arms.   What became of Dobroslav, we are not
told; but about 1050 his son, Michael Voislavic, suc-
ceeded him, and reigned uninterruptedly for thirty
years.    His reign is remarkable for the first evidence
of political and ecclesiastical relations between the
Serbs and the Italians.    We find Pope Gregory VII.
addressing Michael by the title of " king," and sending
him a consecrated  banner.     Fear  of the  Normans
prompted the Servian prince to seek the protection
of the Holy See, and political reasons had quite a*
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